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PASSED NDVEMBER SESSI6N, 1802,
R ad o \ :
A AGT to incorforate .certain persons in every
christiaw church or tongregation sn this state

HERPAS petitions from many reiigicss Tocieties

have annmally been preferred to thi iegiflature,
and many are how before themy praying 2&s of incerpora-
tion, =nd it is reafonable and proper that all daneminaticns
of chriftians within this flate, whofe members condudt
them{ives in 4 ‘peag¢eable and orderly manner, thould re-
ceive and enjoy equal rights and privilegas, without parti-
ality, preference or diftin@lion, in all things concerning tlie
temperalities and government of their churches, congrega-
tions and focieties: And whereds alfa it i§ neceffary to
their welfare that they fhould be empotwered to heid and
scquire certain pertions of property in a corporate or cen-
gropationzl capacity, and enter into various engagements
of acivil or teaporal nature, which can only be done by
afit. i the general aflemily, which afittants v ne.
yeitadcls be rightiully granted without diilurbing private
opinions, or affe&ing the rights of judgment in matters of
religion, or impofing an inveluntary burthen on any perfon
whatfcever: And whereas it is moft convenient to make
srevifions for their respe@ive fituations by a general law,
which fhall reach their feveral exigencies-in affairs of a
temperal or civil nature. as far as 2 difference of circum.
flances will admit; the general affembly having thercfore
taken the premife< into ferious confideration, and conceiving
themfelves indifpenfably beund to fecure and préferve the
fame equality cof rights, privileges and advanrages, to all
quies and inoffenfive chriftian [ocieties in this flate, withe
cut any exception, whereby relijion may be encouraged
and diffufed, and peace, order and umiver{al tranquillity
prevail, have agreed to enad,

And be it enacted, That in every chriftian church, er fa.
ciety cr cengregation, of whatloever fedl, order or deno-
mination, now known, or which fha'l at any time here-
after le kncwn zid acknowledged in this Rate, and pro-
tedted in the free and full exercife of their religion by the
conftitution and laws of the fame, there (liall be and remain
fufficient power and amtherity in all the male parsons above
twenty-one years of aze belonging to any “fuch church, fo-
cisty cr congregation, to eledt at their dilcretion, certain
fobar and difereet perfons, not lefs than five or more than
thirteen, which perfons {o glefted, fhall be and are hereby
conflituzed a body politic or corporate, upen being re.
giitersd as herzin algcr dire@ted, to act as truftees, in the
name and behalf of the particular church, fociety or con-
1 gregation, for which they are refpeltively chofen, and to
4 manage the eltate, property, intereft and inleritanca of the
fame, in the moft upright and careful mannerjand (hall
méreover have perperual fuzcefion in law, fadt TRd name,
as herein after prelcribed, and fhall, by their name of in-

tien, have full power and lawfnl authority to fue
end-to be {ued, to implead anl to be impleaded, to anfwer
and tg be anfwered unto, in any court or courts of law or
equity within this flate, before any judge or judges, jultice
mjuﬂices, in all manner of fuits and pleas whatever, and
cf what nature‘or kind foever fuch fuits, pleas or adions
may be, in as full and efteftual a manner as any other per-
fou or periviis, bedies palitic or corporate; may or can

- dnd be it enacted, That évery fuch body politic fhall be
thofan, and the fucceffon kept up, at fuch times znd
places as are erdinarily nfed for public meetings of the faid
chareh, feciety or corgregation, and'by fuch per(of? as are
allawed to have 1 voice in. the maragement and=diredtion
of congrega:icnal or temporal concemns, 2ccording to the
known cullom and ufage of their refpedive denominations;
or the faid body politic or corporate fhail be chofen, and
the fuccefion kept up, according to the rules, regulatice's
and pradice, that may have been heretafore adopted and
ufed, or_that fhall be at the. firft of ele®ing.adopted and
agreed upon, by any particular church, foclsty or congrega-
tion, for ordering; direfting or managing, their congregas
tional or temporal concernss prr\v'ode&- always, that every
trnfies or member of any corperation aforefaid fhallbz of the
fame religians fedt or denomination.with the church, {ocies
ty or congregation, by which he is cholzn to-this truft ; and
provided-alfo, that the minifter for the tigagbeing, or feni.
or .mimifler Where there- are more thunxe fettled in any
4 tbwreh:: fociety orcongregation; fhall atways; in virtue of
hivwlnidrs, be-a member of: the:body politic on carporate
belozging.to the:Tame, exclufive of the: number beretefore
preforibed, - 5. o .
" dnd be it enacted, That in chfe any debate fhall arife 'in
doy churelt, fociery or' congregation, about the right of

ondudted, agreeablysto tlie trie intent and meaning-of this
28::the, rartles contendiag flal) each of them dhisofes otie
fereet-and reputable perlon from amengii:the members or
trufiies of forme neighbourivg church, fucicty: or - congrega.
tlom;; of the fame religioug petfuation, if any fjich there be,
i ~ahd.if nona fiick; ‘then of any other chriftian fociety, which
two perfons fhall choofe 2. thrird; qualified” in-like manaer,
andihefiid whyee, perfons fliall et at the Afce where the
differenct has. atifen, and. hear : :
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fame fhall be acknowiedged by the faid truflees, of 2 ma.
‘Jority*of ther, before, and cértifed by, any two juftices
of thé peace for the county in which tHe faid church, fo-
tidty or congregation, or the greateft number of them,
fhall refide, or the fame fhall b2 acknowtédged befere, and
certified by, one of the judges of the general court, after
being well affured by the faid truftees, or 2 majority of
them, that the procecdings have been legally and duly con-
dufled ; and the faid plan or agreement, fo acknowledged
and certified, 1hall be filed by the faid trultees with the
clerk of the county cotrt where the faid church, fociety or
congregation, or the greater part of them, fhall refide,
within fix months after fuch acknowledgment thall be made,
and the {ame fh:all be recorded in 2 book to be provided for
thefe fpecial purpoles, at the dxpence of the fevéral cerpo-
rations in that county whofe proceedings fhall be fo record-
ed, and a copy of the faid proceedings from the records
thereof, under the hand of the clerk, and the puoblrc teal
of his office, fliall be of the fame force and efied, in every
court of ‘Jaw 20d equity within this ftawe, as the criginal
procecdings ould be if the fame were produced in court;
and if any furare change or aftermion fhalt be made in the
original plan, by authority of the congregation as afore-
faid, fuch change of alteration fhall in the lame manner be
made known and recorded ; and the faid clerk fhall be en-
titled to fuch feed for his fervices as are allowed by law for
ff_ervice! of the like riature in matters belonging to his of-
ice.

Ard ke it enacted, That every corporation or body politic

aforefaid relpé&icly, and their focceffors, or ‘the majerity
of them, by their name of incorporation aferefaid, fhall
have full power and authority to hold and ufe cne common
feal, to appoint the times and places of their mectings, and
the number neceffary to conflitute a quarum, and fhall more-
ever provide and keep a good and fufficicat record book,
and caule to he therein regifiered a fair account of all their
preceedings, fubjedt at all times to the infpedien of the fe-
veral members of the church, fociety or cengregation, in
whofe behalf the fame are refpedtively entered, and the
fame {hall be laid belore a public meeting, when thereunto
required by any tive or more of the fame; and the faid
trutiees, or 2 majority of them, fhall have full power and
authority to frame fuch rules and ordinances fcr conduéting
their concerns as may be neceffary and convenient for ac-
complithing the end of their inftitution; provided always,
that mothing therzin contained fhalt be repugnant vo, but
perfe@ly conflftent with, the conftitution and laws of this
ftate . ;
And be it enacted, That all'and every of the faid corpora.
tions or traftees, and their fucceffers, by their refpeftive
names or titles, thall be vefted.with an effate in fec:fimple
in any land or parcel of ground- not exceeding rwo acres,
and alfo in every chapel, méeting-houfe, or other houfe of
worthip belonging to, or in the ufe of, the particular
church, fociety or congrezation, for which they ar¢ re-
fpedtively chofen as a bedy politic or corporzte, and (hall
alfo, by their refpedive mames or titles, have abfolute
property in all books, plate or other ornaments, and all
goods and chattels, belonging to the faid church, fociety
or congregation, whether the fame have been given, grant-
ed: or devifed, diredly to the faid churceh, fociety or con-
gregation, or to any perfon in truft for them ; provided,
that the perfon or perfons holding lands, or goeds and chat-
tels, in-truft for any particular church or fuciety as afore-
faid, thall voluntarily make over, Yy indenture proper for
that purpofe, to the truftees or body corporate of fuel par-
ncular church’ or fociety, fuch:iands or chattels, for the
ufe- and bencfit of fuch church, focitty or congrega-
tion.

And-be it enacred, That all and every tlle faid corporation
or truftees, citabliflied or to be eftablifhed in virtue of this
ad, ard their fucceflors, fhall'be capable in law to purchaie
and hold, in feedimple; 2'quantity of land; not esceeding
two acres for the ule of any one church, fociety or congre.
gation, by gift or grant of any perfon or perfons, cr bodies
pelitic, capable in law to make the famé; provided fuch
gift or grant be made by indenture, duly executed and re.
: agreeabiy to law, and-in ne other manner whatever;
and. 2o that every the {atd body corporate, and their fuc-
ceflors, ora majerity ot them, {everally, by their refpeftive
name, may take and receive any' fumor fums of rmoney,
any kind, manner or portioti; of goods and: chanels,_ that
fhall be fuld or given to them as aforefsid' by any perfon or
perfons, bodies politic or corporate; capable in law to make
a gift or Mle theresf, andremploy the' fame- for the benefit
and. ufe of the partictiar church, fociety~ or congregation,

whereunto they refpe&ively belong; 282 bady potitic or cot-

porate; provided, that'all and every gift, grant; bargain, fale,
or deed of-transfer, made by any peffon 9!~petfuns, and net
intendei} to take effe@ and velt in any religichs body or cor-

“preravion during the lite of the giver, grantor or feller, but

to becorhe their right and’ property “aftey hils, her ortheir
deceafe; fhall be uverly null, void; and of 'no effet Ib‘nd
providéd . atfo, that- the clesr ' yearly vahis 6f° the'eftated,

rents; ammulties, . or- other hereditaments; of any -church, °

fbcieny v congrégation; thuiincorporated; fhallnbt amount
to- mzrc than-the ckar-fyctrfy, vilye of- two thonfand dollais,
and .alb gifts, grants, fales: andk trapsférs, 1o any the'faid

- corpovations; or theirfhecelforss afice the cleir yéarly viloe

of their:eRate finll:iamonnt tmo thenfand %cl;;rnr} : ;n:-ng
‘bargaing and ‘purchafes to.ber ¢ by "aniy? of "them; whic]
may inerealg’theyearly valoe of the faid eflates above and-
bsyomd ‘thre-fiandsrd : here: fixed;: thall be uttetly” oull; void;
anbofinoe®R@: - Lo

ZAndd be-it enatted, That the limitarlons irt point of® anmual
vabue afdrefaid fhall:noe:be’ underftosd” to 2fRE the dftate,
property, intereftt ors inhefitance, or- thie - income -arlfing
therefrom; - whichzany’ chriftian:.charch; congregation' or
foeléty; may:be \npeRienTof ay ‘the time*of ‘paiing -this,
altr e B el ievd- p 2 £
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choofe to feparate from thé church of ¢tongrégatidn
of which they have hitherto been a part, ard to eret
x houfe of worfhip, and-employ a minifter for' thiéia

felves, it fhall be lawful for thém o to do; and they .

fhall, by their refpe&ive name or Ryle, bie entitled ¢b &1L
the benefits of this at as aforefaid; any thing in thio

act for'the eftablifhment of veftties for édch pdriltd in ¢

this ftate to the comtrary notwithftanding, provided
only, that all arrears, dehts and engageménts;’ con-
tratted; due, or becoming due, while members of the
former fociety; fhall be pun@ually and faitlifully difs
charged. .

And be it enccted, That fo much of the afl for tlie g

eftablifhiment of veftries for each pariflv in this ftate'ds
confers the powers of civil officers of the prace upon
churchwardensy be and the fame are hereby declared
null and voids

And be it enactedy That this a® il mot repedl
any part of the att for the eftablithment of veltries
for each parilhin this ftate, excep: fo far as the fanre
is inconfiftent with the tenth and eleventh fe@ions o
this act. ‘

-And be it enacted, That nothing heréin containcd
thall be conftrued, adjudged or taken, to abridgé or
affect the rights of confcience or private jidgment,
or in the leaft to-alter or change the religious confti-

tution or government of any church, cohgregation or

fociety, fo far as refpedts, or in anywife concerns,
dictrine, difcipiine or worfhip.
et £
NEW.YOREK, February 14

Yefterday arrived here the faft failing new fhip Dés _

laware, after a paflage of cnly 36 days from Greock,
To captain Beebe and a refpetable ‘mercantile houfe
of this city; we are indebted for Londoh papers to
the 2d, and Glafgow papers to the 5th of January.
Thele papers mention, that

Accaunts” from Alexandria, of the date of Seps
tember 20, ftatee that war ft 1l continues to bhe carried
on between thé' Turks and Mamelukes in Ezypts
Both parties having' had feveral fevere fkirmifles,
During the ceflion of arms for fome days the Turke
formed the defign of [urprifing tte camp of tlie Ma-
melokes by nighty aild putting every man of them to
the fwords  The DMMamalukes being apprifed of the
plan, and on the niglit of treachery, arrivihg, filently
retired from the camp and formed an ambulcade.
When the Turks arrived; and found the camp deferts
ed, they proceeded to plunders  During this fcent of
diforder and confufion, they were attacked by the
Mamelukes, and not a foul of them efcaped,
There was not twenty of the affailants killeds
The Turks acknowledged thie lofs of 2000, but
it appears-to have fallen fhort of the real nomber,
The Britith ftill kept psffeflion of Alexandria, and
it was uncertain whether it would be evacuated very
ool

the greateft part of the Turkiflt einpire,

At Algiers, ont: the 7th- November, the Mock of .

an earthquake was fo viclent at that place,. that the
people for more than 40.feconds, expedted'every mes
ment to be buried under the ruins of: their houfes,
Several houfes have been damaged, and moft of the
boufes rent. A village, fix leagues from Algiers,
containing. 200 houfes, was deftroyed, and all the in.
habitants” perithed. Two Englith fhips of ‘the line
felt the fhock’in-a violent degree, at the-diflarce of
30 miles from'landi * _ #t
At Conftantinoplé; only a few houfes in tHe fiiis

urbs of Pera have beerrinjured.

Malta, it appears,.is {till' to be- retained By tbe' '

Englith, Itisifald that 6900 troops will'be fationed
at that place.~ : T
£ private letter from Paris- mentions; that 2’ new
expedition of Wot' lef§ than 20,000 mer is‘algur to
be fent fromt Franee td St.° Domingo.’  Arnother. Jat.
ter mentlons; - that 4000" foldiers, of - the pioft “abari.
doned. delctiption; ave! ordéred:.to embark” aviHavre
for St Domingb: - Which imptied’ that: the - regulae
troops' are not’ willing 1o 'go-on the ferviee; o thic-go.
vernment is un'willing\p';h‘fdw thém'a'way'. a3 ’
Under the head: of " Paris, Dee . 11 we fiud’ the
following—f Weare 4ffdred thats'tha- dutthies of
Parmat and” Piacentiaiwill be united to the-kingdoln
of Etruria, if Spain~will' c6hTenT to cede Florida to
. Francey - Shoulduthid ot take! plages thep will be
given to the Italian repiblic,” - TR
F&a‘?yns:-

' Cz;stam Hﬂgﬁ"inrtwelyg'duyg iﬂ).m' Qap'v'-‘l"ran‘cois-,.‘ .

informyusj-that the ‘blacks wire compilerily “fibdired,

and all was tranguiliaThat diweek . béfore he falled *

The late earthquake agpears-to have extended qrer

Ll

two, French' 74~ gy thipej “having oft'béard'1500 < ... -,

(b phen- fhiould be permtteed- to*- troops, arrived from Toulon—=That a fleet of 157i

- waie bourly | egpefiedsThattit was healthy’ at the

“Capt=wThat fot: Mhiptof war (53" the dagvof the
- Sophia'sxdeparttire:; fone’ of BO' grndy. Fith “admirdli:

‘\LaTotaheand e Rocliambeat o boatds Iy
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